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This volume contains 28 portraits of MGH scholars of Jewish origins 
written by authors who are themselves medieval scholars and in many 
cases engaged in continuing the scholarly research as those about whom 
they are writing into the 21st century. The biographies reveal the many 
challenges Jewish scholars faced, ranging from systematic prejudice to 
persecution and murder under Nazi rule. At the same time, it becomes 
clear what important contributions they made to the editions of German 
medieval sources published by the MGH since 1819. In this volume, their 
achievements receive their due recognition through the appraisal of 26 
authors. While a number of the scholars, such as Philipp Jaffé, Ernst 
Perels, or Richard Salomon, would have protested against being labelled 
as Jewish, their lives and careers were nevertheless affected to a greater or 
lesser extent by the common experiences of anti-Semitic discrimination, 
persecution and emigration. The volume begins with an introductory 
survey of the development of anti-Semitism in the 19th and 20th centuries 
with a focus on academic circles, revealing its social, political, and 
ideological backgrounds. An impressive study on the fate of Jewish 
scholars at the Bavarian Academy of the sciences and humanities under 
Nazi rule, broadens the scope of inquiry with revealing insights into the 
history of this closely affiliated institution. 


